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Seventh grader Adriana with Fr. Ernie, her mom, and brother after being baptized and fully initiated into the
Catholic Church on Easter Sunday.

Christ the Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!
The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is the central focus of our Christian life. Without the
Resurrection, the person of Jesus would have been a great story at best, but not a story of our
salvation. The Resurrection offers a promise that those who are faithful to Jesus Christ have an
eternal hope to join him in heaven at the conclusion of this earthly life.
At St. Michael School, we celebrate this in several different ways. This month, on Easter Sunday,
several of our students and young siblings were baptized into the Church. Baptism is a sacrament
by which we “die” to our former selves and “rise” to new life in Jesus as members of His Body, the
Church. This act of dying and rising models Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection to new life.
Next month, there will be several other students who will receive their sacraments of initiation,
particularly Confirmation (in which they will be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, completing
their baptism) and First Holy Communion (in which they receive the Body and Blood of Christ).
The forty days of Lent are concluded in which we suppressed the singing of the “Alleluia” at Mass.
But during Easter time, which is fifty days of celebration, we sing the songs of “Alleluia”, a joyous
word of praise to the Lord! At noon, instead of praying the Angelus (a prayer acknowledging that
God became man), we now pray or sing the Regina Caeli, a prayer rejoicing as at the Resurrection
through the lens of our Blessed Mother Mary.
Finally, in our school garden, you can often observe the transformational process of the caterpillars
metamorphosing into butterflies. Once it becomes a butterfly, it cannot go back to being a
caterpillar. It sheds its bodies that were stuck to the branches and develops beautiful wings that
allow it to fly “to the heavens”. In a similar manner is the hope of our own Resurrection. We hope to
one day be permanently transformed into beautiful creatures who ascend to the highest heavens
and live in perpetual bliss around the throne of God. May this Easter season change our hearts
toward heaven and lead us to life everlasting. Amen.
MR. KAINOA FUKUMOTO
Principal
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A Garden Continues to Grow (Aquaponic Garden Update)
Not quite a year old, the school’s aquaponic garden is doing well
with a healthy growth of lettuce, eggplants, basil and lots more.
High School Director Dallas Carter mentions the recent torrential
downpours that have affected residents in the North Shore area.
He says the garden required several days of clean up, but it
survived.
“Last week, it was even more lush than this,” says Carter. “We cut
down a lot and harvested almost everything from here. It’s just
because we finally had a day when it was dry, like, we gotta do it
today. It looks very lush and full, but it was even more so last week.”
The real challenge will be during the hot days of summer. The black
netting covering the aquaponic garden provides some protection,
but the rest of the garden will face some fallout.
“Every year the grass goes completely brown,” says Carter. “Taking
care of this space, especially when we’re not in session, will be
a challenge. I’m sure we’ll survive, but that’s gonna be a big test.
We might also have to add more shade for the fish too. We’ve got
more projects. I don’t foresee myself being on break too much only
because we’re not gonna work this hard just to let it go.”
The garden also has a few new features.
One of them is the addition of a “double-duty” aquaponic system
courtesy of a Saint Michael student. Two horizontal containers
stand parallel to each other growing a number of healthy
vegetables. From them, water pours into a rectangular pool holding
the fish. It’s a larger set-up than the original aquaponic garden.

Another addition is a fenced in area marked by an arch. A few
sturdy, hand-built stands support the heavy Dragonfruit plant.
Once its unique white flowers come into bloom, they will provide a
feast for bees and other pollinators. Recycled coffee cans painted
in the school colors of blue and yellow hang on posts. As Carter
walks into the area with rocks crunching underfoot, he says the
intent is to create a riverbed.
Right next to this area is a white tent with a single plant peeking
through a netted window.
“We’re raising endangered plants in the greenhouse. This is an
‘ālula,” states Carter, pointing to the single plant on its royal perch.
“There are only about 200 of these plants left in the wild, and
they’re all found on the island of Kaua‘i. Someone was able to
harvest it for me. I leave it in there because it can’t handle the rain
very well.”
The little blue sports car that was empty during a prior visit is now
the perfect home for potted succulents.
Due to recent rains, students haven’t been able to care for their
raised garden boxes as much. Kamuela Dabaluz, along with the
garden, has also grown—by an inch, he says—though the rains
have nothing to do with his growth spurt. He points out the mini
gardens cared for by the students.
Dabaluz has been hands on with the aquaponic garden since day
one and he takes great pride in it. Pointing to one of the boxes that
holds edible flowers among other plants, he says, “This is taken
care of by the kindergarten to 1st grade classes.
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“This is my baby right here,” claims Dabaluz, as he stands behind
the middle planter. At the third box, “And this is the 8th grade to
middle school.” All three boxes are doing really well.
The “boy who lives in the garden” still takes great pride in this
sustainability project, and his enthusiasm and good nature are
shared by all who take part in its growth and maintenance. It truly is
a garden that demonstrates the importance of growing one’s own
food just as it continues to give to this small community.

April BIRTHDAYS
Dominick Kankwenda

April 3

April Gudoy

April 8

Wes Grimes

April 19

Isla Deuchar

April 25

Mahealani Goldsman

April 30
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Over the past two years, St. Michael School partnered with the Pacific Alliance for Catholic Education (PACE), a graduate program of
the University of Portland. This program allowed us to receive two amazing teachers, Miss Tisa and Miss Hoban, who have taught in our
second and third grade, respectively, over the past two years. Next year, they will be moving on to other schools, so we want to take this
moment to highlight and thank them for their contributions to our school. We will miss their presence on campus next year, but we are
truly grateful and blessed that they have been part of our St. Michael School ‘ohana.

Teacher Profile: Madelyn Hoban
Tell us a little bit about yourself.

What are your future plans for teaching?

My name is Madelyn Hoban, and I am the third grade teacher here
at Saint Michael School! I was born and raised in Everett, WA, and
have two older brothers who I look up to in so many ways. My
parents and I are also very close, as I spent much time with the two
of them growing up, being the last kid in the house when both of
my brothers went to college. I have attended Catholic schools my
whole life, and it was my time at Gonzaga University in Spokane,
WA. (Go Zags!) that helped me realize my desire to become a
teacher, and specifically to teach in Catholic Schools.

I am moving back to Seattle area to be closer to family and friends
and teach in a Catholic grade school! I will miss the Saint Michael
School community deeply, and I am so grateful to have had the
opportunity to be a part of the community here at SMS.

What has been one of your highlights so far this year?
The highlight that comes to mind so far this year has been the
ability to be in-person at Saint Michael School. It is such a blessing
to be able to come to school every day knowing that I will get to
see my students in-person, and be able to share in the joys of being
in the classroom together!
What has been your greatest challenge?
As someone who is very close to family and friends, being far from
home has been challenging this year. I feel blessed that FaceTime
and phone calls exist, but I have felt especially grateful for any
opportunity I’m given to spend quality time with my people back
home.

What do you like to do for fun (outside of school)?
I love to have a solid dance party, play games with family and
friends, and in the summer time back home, you can find me on
an innertube or on skis, taking part in water sports. I am definitely
an “adrenaline junkie” and easily persuaded to join in fun, so I have
skydived, bungee jumped, and parasailed. I love spending time in
the sun, so the weather here is ideal for the kind of activities that I
like to do!
Favorite Scripture?
“Perhaps you were born for such a time as this.” (Esther 4:14) I live
by the perspective that every moment has something great to offer.
The moments we are living in are great memories that we will look
back on one day, so I try my best to put all the good I can into each
day.
Favorite Saint?
Mother Teresa - She is known for the statement, “We cannot all do
great things, but we can do small things with great love.” I think this
summarizes what we are called to do as followers of Christ: to live
with love and share it however we feel called.
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Teacher Profile: Madeline Tisa
I grew up in Chicago Illinois, and went to college in St. Louis, MO
at Saint Louis University. I have three sisters, and my family now
lives in Florida!
The highlights of my year so far have been to be able to be inperson with the students, and to celebrate the little things, even
though it might look different. It was so much fun helping the
students film for the Christmas video and the lip sync battle!
My greatest challenge has been navigating all of the changes that
have come about this year. I am so proud of all of the students for
adjusting so well and having grace and patience as we figure this
out together.
My future plans for teaching are to stay on Oahu and hopefully in
Catholic schools!
Outside of school, I love going to the beach and relaxing with a
good book :)
My favorite scripture is “Love is patient, love is kind,...” (Corinthians
13:4-8).
My favorite saint is St. Catherine of Sienna, my confirmation saint!

6

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Innovation in Education Brings Recognition to Saint Michael School
In light of declining enrollment at Catholic schools and closures,
Principal Kainoa Fukumoto and High School Director Dallas Carter
started brainstorming. The idea they came up with kicked off prior
to the pandemic and it’s resulted in a few schools being able to
remain open. Their idea for an online education program is so
innovative, it’s award winning!

we have different partner schools; one of them is on the Big Island,
St. Joseph School. They were going to close last year. We entered
into discussions, saying, ‘Hey, we have this idea, what do you guys
think?’ St. Joseph was able to substantially cut costs through this
plan, and along with fundraising efforts, they were able to stay
open.

“All the (Catholic) schools are very autonomous and make their
own decisions,” states Fukumoto. “But because enrollment for all
our schools have been shrinking over the past decade, and schools
have actually closed, I have been advocating to pull resources
together so we can make it more sustainable for all Catholic
schools.”

Fukumoto and Carter approached Catholic Virtual, an online
platform offering courses designed for Catholic students taught by
Catholic-trained teachers. They work with Catholic schools to take
their courses online.

The two men honed in on virtual learning before the public had
even heard about COVID-19. The technology has been with us
for years, but the pandemic created a boom in online meetings,
webinars and educational opportunities.
The traditional school model of a teacher teaching in class in front
of his/her students was thrown on its ear. The computer quickly
became the gateway to learning with teachers on one end and
students on the other. With many Catholic schools suffering due to
lack of students, what if Saint Michael School “shared” its teachers
via the internet?
Instead of one campus assuming all the costs for one teacher, the
costs could be split across multiple campuses that participated in
this virtual learning model.
“This will save them on the cost without compromising on the
quality of education,” says Fukumoto, “while being able to allow
them to now be more sustainable and hopefully stop the closure of
a lot of our Catholic schools.
“We implemented this, not just at our school,” he continues, “but

“We said, ‘What if we incorporated our own teachers as a way for
us to sustain Catholic education,” shares Fukumoto. “They jumped
onboard…and experienced a great amount of growth because of
this model we presented to them.”
Carter now teaches theology incorporating this model to students
at Saint Michael, in town, on the Big Island and on Maui. He also
has students on the U.S. Mainland and as far away as Japan,
Okinawa, Saipan and Singapore. There are no geographical
boundaries with virtual learning, but time zones can be a little
tricky.
“In a summer and a half we created this huge model, and it’s been
a grind in its first year,” says Carter. “But as far as the effect on the
people and their experiences, it’s been positive, it’s been great.
“It’s really spread in many places, not just here in Hawai’i, but
many people whom we don’t even know, and students and states
involved…I think we kinda broke the ice, purposefully getting in
meetings to say, ‘You should try it too!’”
The two have spent a lot of time and effort to get the word out
about the program and have discussed its merit with various school
principals, talking with superintendents, administrators, and held
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Zoom meetings for interested parents and school administrators.
Prior to the pandemic, Chaminade University had heard about
the innovative model being shared by the two administrators. In
partnership with the Hawaii Catholic Schools office, they awarded
them and Saint Michael School with the first ever Ka Ho’oulu
Award for innovation in Catholic education.
Another facet to the program is reaching the younger students.
“This is what colleges do, so why can’t we bring it to the lower
levels,” shares Fukumoto, “because what we find at colleges is
students, specifically freshmen, who go into these online classes,
drop out soon after because they’re not used to this style of
education.
“So we’re thinking if we started younger, maybe they’ll be more
successful. You can go to any college of your choice just by taking
online courses. And you’ll be more successful because you have
the experience of doing it before you even get into your freshman
year.”
The hard work and time spent in developing this educational
program has resulted in Catholic schools remaining open, the
spread of Catholic-based classes, as well as sharing the talent
of gifted teachers to a global audience. It’s a win-win situation
all the way around and a job very well done. Congratulations Mr.
Fukumoto and Mr. Carter!
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Faith First, the Rest will Follow
“It is not the actual physical exertion that counts towards a man’s progress, nor the nature of the task, but
the spirit of faith with which it is undertaken.” — St. Francis Xavier
Rather than focusing on just the curricular offerings like any other
school, Saint Michael School integrates Catholic culture into the
life of the campus. Students pray together daily, attend Mass
weekly, and often, Catholic-focused content is shared across the
different subject areas.
It’s also more than going through the practices or viewing pictures
of saints on the walls. Catholic identity has to do with one’s heart
and behavior and how we treat and interact with one another—our
family, students, friends and staff. Saint Michael School encourages
an inclusive environment of compassion, respect, human dignity,
justice, and love of God and neighbor.
Because of this focus, there has been a unique success on campus.
“In the last four years within our small student body, we’ve had
over 50 people baptized and become Catholic,” says Carter. “That
doesn’t happen anywhere. It especially doesn’t happen in a place
that doesn’t proselytize, that doesn’t say, ‘You should.’ We just
teach what we teach.

the Growing

“We teach kids as if they are Catholic. There’s no proselytization,
no forcing of anything. But you’re going do certain things because
you’re at a Catholic school.
“That’s the purpose of Catholic schools. We’ve forgotten that. With
that said, we’ve had the highest test scores that we’ve ever had! If
you order your life properly, you order the school properly, things
happen. When you order things properly in your life, God takes
care of the rest.”
Carter says that since focusing on faith first, the student body has
increased, more funds have become available and new programs
have been established.
At the school, faith is the solid foundation upon which each student
is encouraged to develop to his/her full potential, and if done the
Saint Michael School way, things will fall into place.

Be free to do
what you do best.
We’ll do the rest.

KEIKI
est 1986

The CKC group provides a broad range of business services
for Hawaii’s small business owners and entrepreneurs.

SERVICES WE OFFER

Cool clothes and gifts for Keiki
HAVEN’T BEEN TO THE STORE IN AWHILE? VISIT US TODAY!

• Accounts Payable & Receivable • Bill Payment • Tax Services
• Bookkeeping • Budget Preparation • Business Counseling
• Business Valuation Services • Real Estate Lease & Acquisition
• Payroll Services • Personnel & Human Resources

66-051 KAMEHAMEHA HIGHWAY
10:30 AM - 5:30PM
thegrowingkeiki.com

@thegrowingkeiki

Contact us for a FREE initial consultation
TheCKCGroupHI@gmail.com 808.375.0449
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Devoted to Students and Faculty
At the heart of Saint Michael School are three staff members who stand ready to assist when needed (left to right): Anvie Alcayde, vice
principal, 9 months; Thelma Lancaster, business manager, 13 years; and Elaine Cubi, secretary, 22 years. Administrative Professionals’ Day
is celebrated on April 21st this year, so we honor and thank our office staff for all they do for our school.

Success In Math

Is Just The Beginning
Kids don’t hate math, they hate feeling frustrated.
We teach kids how to truly understand math, eliminating
their frustration. Our caring, highly trained instructors
assess and teach each child individually, using a
customized learning plan. The Mathnasium Method™
builds confidence, develops critical thinking skills, and
boosts grades and scores … for today and for their
future.
Teaching math is not just what we do, it’s all we do. We’re
the authority in math education, with over 900 learning
centers worldwide. Start your child’s transformation.
Schedule a comprehensive free assessment t oday.

Changing Lives Through Math™
Tutoring and Enrichment

SAT/ACT Prep

Homework Help

(808) 949-8545

3184 Waialae Ave. Honolulu, HI 96816

10

ST. MICHAEL SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
THE CINDY COATS GALLERY
Cindy Coats Owner/Artist on location

Find out what happens when you combine coverage.
Start your free quote today!

Love Quilt #2

Located directly across the
King Kamehameha Hotel and Kailua Kona Pier
Monday-Saturday
Gallery hours by appointment
but our website is always open
geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | Local Office

808-640-2115
www.cindycoats.com

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten
by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured through the
GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. The GEICO Mobile app and site received #1 rankings according
to the Dynatrace Q1 and Q3 2019 Mobile Insurance Scorecards. Average savings amount based on national GEICO New Policyholder survey data through February 2020.
Customer satisfaction based on an independent study conducted by Alan Newman Research, 2019. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance
Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko® image © 1999–2020. © 2020 GEICO. 20_262217

Wahiawā Health,
Your Community Health Center
Wahiawā Health welcomes you and your family to visit our newly
renovated health center, conveniently located in Wahiawā.
We offer complete primary health care for the whole family, including
Pediatrics • Men and Women’s Health • Behavioral Health
Health Screenings • Physical Exams • Nutrition Counseling
We provide in-person visits as well as telehealth appointments over the
phone or via video on a smart phone, tablet or computer. We look forward
to meeting you and being a part of your family’s health journey!
WAHIAWĀ HEALTH, 302 CALIFORNIA AVENUE, SUITE 106
MAIN: (808) 622-1618

WAHIAWAHEALTH.ORG

Make your
appointment
today

Center for Community

I ka la i ka Mauliola...the sun at the source of life within
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Stay safe.
We have mas
ks
with aloha fo
r
adults & kids

Definitive Hawaiian fashion, foods, gifts,
and jewelry for over fifty-five years.

Oa h u • Haw a i i Is l a n d • Ka u a i • Ma u i

Enjoy 15% off *
your website purchase at HiloHattie.com
Promo Code: SCHOOL15 Offer expires 12/31/2021
*Offer valid for website purchases only. Discount can used more than once but must be used before
expiration date. Not valid for in-store purchases. Fresh Fruit, Shell Leis, Fine Jewelry, Concessions and Gift
Cards are EXCLUDED from the sale. Cannot be combined with any other promotion, discount or coupon.

Help Support
St. Michael School
Showcase Your Business or Practice

TO LEARN MORE
CALL DAVID @ 518-7777
OR EMAIL DAVID@TSCAHAWAII.COM
The School
Communications
Agency of Hawaii, LLC
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Now Accepting

Applications for
2021-2022 school year!
for students in
Preschool through Grade 12
Christ-centered learning environment
Small class sizes
Affordable tuition
Discounts & financial aid available

Visit www.stmichaelschoolhi.com for more information!

